Assessing the climate change impact on nutrition in Bangladesh (Vulnerability and
Adaptation Assessment of climate change impact on nutrition in Bangladesh)

As the world’s seventh most climate-risk-affected country, Bangladesh faces severe risks from
climate change and is one of the climate-vulnerable countries in the world due to its geography,
population density, and socioeconomic conditions (World Bank Group, 2022). The impacts of
climate change are multifaceted, with rising temperatures, erratic rainfall, flooding, cyclones, and
salinity intrusion posing significant risks to food security, health, and nutrition. Despite notable
progress in reducing stunting and wasting rates in children, Bangladesh continues to face
significant nutrition challenges; over 30% of children under five suffer from stunting, with
undernutrition disproportionately affecting rural areas, deficiencies in vitamin A, iron, and zinc are
widespread, further exacerbating vulnerabilities to disease and poor health outcomes.

Considering this fact, the Bangladesh Center for Communications Programs (BCCP) started the
World Health Organization (WHO) funded project starting from September 2024 for Vulnerability
and Adaptation Assessment of climate change impact on nutrition in Bangladesh at 12 climate
stress areas in Bangladesh (NAP, 2020).

The Objectives of the assignment are to —

» Identify the causal pathways of climate change impact on nutritional status at present and in
the future

» Identify nutritional risk factors from the impact of climate change

* Assess past and future trends and patterns in specified climate-sensitive malnutrition, food,
and care pathways

+ Assess the effectiveness of policies to reduce food insecurity & malnutrition

* Evaluation of existing health and food sector programs and plans and recommend priority
programs.

Numerous healthcare program sectors, such as nutrition, maternity and child health,
noncommunicable and communicable diseases, and so forth, are impacted by climate change.
Health professionals in the public and private sectors lack sufficient or current knowledge about
the detrimental consequences of climate change on human health and health systems, as well as
how to systematically adapt the sector to the growing impact of climate change on health.

It is believed that this study will help identify the causal pathways of climate change impact on
nutritional status at present and in the future and identify nutritional risk factors from the impact
of climate change and thus better prepare the relevant actors to act proactively in ensuring
nutrition for the affected people in the climate risk-affected areas.



